
 

 

Eligibility criteria for Practicum Supervisor of the Year 

 

Applications for the award must be submitted by 24th November 2017. 

 

Goals of the award 

This award offered by ESSA is to recognise outstanding student practicum supervisors across 

the exercise science, clinical exercise physiology and sports science settings. The award will be 

made to supervisors who can demonstrate through their supervision of students, a practicum 

experience that has made a major contribution to the development of the student’s applied 

knowledge, practical skills and professionalism. 

 

Some features of a quality supervision experience 

The role of a supervisor is to nurture, train and develop the formative practitioner, through 

professional interaction, support and reflective practice, to prepare them to take on the role 

as an exercise and sports science professional.  

 

As identified by research (Health Workforce Australia, Clinical supervision support program: 

Discussion paper, July 2010) some of the features of quality supervision include: 

• nurturing and support of the student; 

• the development of confidence in the formative practitioner; 

• the supervisor is a positive role model; 

• the supervisor, in collaboration with the student, identifies the students learning 

needs; 

• the practicum setting provides a bridge between theory and practice; 

• the student’s knowledge and technical skills are further developed in an authentic 

and safe environment; 

• critical observation of the student’s practice occurs and relevant feedback provided; 

• providing opportunities for interprofessional learning; 

• the development of management and organisational skills; and 

• encouragement for the student to engage in on-going professional development. 

 

Eligibility and nominations for the award 

The award is open to accredited members of ESSA who are of good standing and have been 

financial for the past 12 months. Nominees for the practicum supervision award must be 

current and compliant accredited exercise physiologists, accredited exercise scientists and/or 

accredited sports scientists. 

 

The Practicum Supervisor of the Year may be self-nominated or nominated by: 

1. Students who have been supervised by the nominee during their practicum; 

2. University practicum coordinators or associated staff;  

3. Colleagues; or 

4. Staff or health professionals working alongside the nominee. 
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Evaluation of applications 

Applications for the award will be assessed by a panel of experienced practitioners as relevant 

to the application. 

 

Short listed nominees and nominators will be required to provide a 3 minute video 

presentation that will be used for media and marketing purposes if they are the winner. 

 

Confidentiality 

All applications will be treated as confidential.  

 

Announcement of the award winner 

The award will be presented at the 2018 ESSA Conference to be held in Brisbane in March 

2018. If the award recipient is unable to attend the presentation of the award, they may 

nominate an individual to accept the award on their behalf. 

 

Benefits and responsibilities of the award winner 

The award winner will be presented with an official ESSA plaque at the award ceremony. This 

plaque can be displayed at their work premises, or used for other agreed marketing purposes. 

Other requests to use the award for marketing purposes must be made in writing to the ESSA 

national office and approval must be given prior to the event.  

 

The winner will also be required to submit a 150-200 word report to the Chief Executive 

Officer of ESSA within 12 months of accepting the award, which provides a summary of their 

application. This summary will also be published in ESSA's Activate magazine. 


